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THE HOLY SCRIPTURES THE SOURCE OF TRUE WISDOM

IT IS POSSIBLE that even the Lord's people may sometimes fail to appreciate the value of that great Book,
the Bible, which has exerted more influence in the world than all other books combined. Few realize that the
Bible has been in the hands of the public for only about one century. When our oldest Bible Societies were
organized, Bibles were possessed by the rich alone. Now they are to be found in every house and can be
obtained free of cost by the destitute. Additionally, many helps to Scripture study are in print and people are
learning the value of some of these and the usefulness of Bible Concordances.

Furthermore, we are prone to forget that general knowledge has just begun to reach the masses. It is not more
than a dozen years since education has been made compulsory in all the most civilized lands. Thus God has
favored our day in a two-fold manner--by giving us the Bible and by giving the intelligence necessary to its
study.

HIGHER CRITICISM THE MOST DANGEROUS ENEMY TO
FAITH

But just as these most precious opportunities are in the hands of the masses, just as these blessings of
increased knowledge are being given to humanity, just as Christendom is prepared for Bible Study, the Lord
has allowed the Adversary to bring forward the most subtle influence in opposition to the Scriptures. The
foul-mouthed infidelity of the past has been supplanted by a far more dangerous enemy to Christian faith--the
infidelity generally known as "Higher Criticism," dangerous because of its insidious character. [R5104 : page
297]

Higher Criticism has entrenched itself in nearly all the colleges and theological seminaries of Christendom.
While all of our churches of all denominations ostensibly stand as defenders of the Bible, yet the citadel of
faith is being captured by the great Adversary of God and the Truth--Satan--who is deceiving, estranging and
misleading the hosts of Christendom through the very theological professors and doctors of divinity to whom
they have been led to look for spiritual light and direction and whom they had supposed to be stanch
defenders of the Bible as the inspired Word of God.

This arraignment is severe, but it is a generally truthful one, as each may demonstrate for himself. Most
regretfully we are persuaded that four out of every five of all the ministers and Sunday School
superintendents of Christendom have ceased to believe in the Bible as the Divinely inspired revelation of the
will and the purposes of the Almighty. Some of these, nevertheless, claim to be earnest followers of Jesus, as
the Son of God and of Divine origin. Yet how weak is their position! If Moses did not write the Law, if that
Law is not inspired, what shall we think of Jesus and His Apostles, who accepted these writings as inspired
and founded all their teachings thereupon? Most evidently, Higher Critics who still believe in Jesus as the
Divine Son of God have not thought logically on the proposition, and upon further reflection will reject
everything pertaining to the Scriptures. [R5105 : page 297] 

THOUSANDS ARE FALLING INTO INFIDELITY

While sorrowfully we behold the fulfilment of the Scriptures in the falling away of these our friends who
have been ensnared by the great Fowler (Psa. 91:3), we are not compelled by anything either in reason or in
the Scriptures to suppose that their punishment for such infidelity will be eternal torment. We feel sure that
the Lord's people are growing stronger in their faith day by day, even though as foretold by the Scriptures a
thousand shall fall at their side and ten thousand at their right hand.--Psa. 91:7.
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The study of the Bible with the assistances which God now provides is clearing up the mysteries which have
perplexed us all our lives and is bringing us to greater appreciation of His glorious purposes, to greater
loyalty to Him and to a more earnest desire to serve His Cause of Righteousness and to lift up the standard of
the Cross of Christ. Truly, as the Lord through the Prophet has promised, our feet have been kept from
stumbling, because the greater intelligence of our day has lifted us up to a higher plane of devotion and
appreciation of the heights and depths and lengths and breadths of the love of God, which passeth all
understanding!

SOME MAY BE RECOVERED FROM THE SNARE OF THE
FOWLER

We are not speaking harshly nor unkindly of our dear friends who are stumbling over the educational
opportunities of our day. On the contrary, we sympathize with them. Once we stood exactly where they stand.
Once we repudiated the Bible as the Word of God. We were as honest then as we are today, and feel bound to
give credit to others for equal honesty. We explain their position by the realization of the fact that they are
blinded by the dazzling glare of the earthly science of our day. If they ever knew the Scriptures, they have
forgotten and have dropped the Science which comes only from above. We trust that some of them may be
recovered from the snare of the Adversary, as were we.

There is, however, a marked difference between the position of the so-called Higher Critics and that of
ourself. The majority of them seem to exult in their unbelief and to pride themselves upon opposition to the
Bible, while our position was the very reverse of this. We deplored the necessity for abandoning the Bible.
We considered it the rational thing to expect from the Supreme Creator some revelation of His purposes
respecting mankind --the object of their creation, the purpose to be attained by the permission of evil and
kindred themes. This revelation we had hoped the Bible to contain.

We have no doubt that many of you have had experiences similar to our own. Let us hope that as we have
been recovered from the snare of the Fowler, so also may some others be. Let us be prompt to lend the
helping hand and to give an encouraging word. Let us realize that to the honest-hearted the loss of the Bible
must mean disaster to faith and hope, as it was in our own case. Let us trust that there are many others as
honest as ourselves, who will yet be recovered. Let us be encouraged to help them by a remembrance of how
great a blessing came to us through the proper understanding of the Word.
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